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gAANDSNANAUNVIIAAUUN lo
[The Formative Age of the Baha'i Faith]

nn Bahatpedia https://bahaipedia.org/Formative Age

s AAosNAAUN DA AUIUN leTlufisdnduTusnuunilein yaiauviasio

wiogamian nunodym o Jaquudasniunosndssausit w.q. 2464 (a.4.
1921) Safludlfinszdunauanfaunusainn audgavosiiassuduluouns

1  asndduan [Background]

vnueauiuia loa enmud oduisyanasmauilusauiensiasu
W I naNfiusItuaa laanngaisvuazgnulas v msidsumnsdsny
TosuAma Hufo NMTINIRUGIULALANDITIRzNNAY

"favannt Turmsseusnoasdauiul leoraiun indusdeusn
wasgAfas e an udhadasunulugnisusnguaznisnasi
sudvumsuimsaaun WWusrnadeluineigaud antuns
usmsasriusivalanun laTusuransnduazsdod ldsumsdnsalu
pAaY wasiuAdunafisas ldussindTumsidhguauiensusns
ptufnsuuuuenuinssdiduiimsassansuszam 13

nuauAtia i eWinud na1nin trganeseaaun sudounsusns
aranysalfisioflafinisandunaniuanigfisssuuvisanna dnsusuna wae
FuAsaad-dada atnalunuiany uazinnsuszandldng s naidu
AufinnszdusosasiuAndu vih Inuwdonfdanuanindduuas ldussaie
AN 2

vinueauAuna 1A ewwud s:uin nstayanesteimnudsiiiesduns
anUuNaNNWUSUN lauazumsiAndudinwiids Inaifiae :

“Yail wain lanfignuandassoanunatnaindaassdlaainasdwas
asansziiTudouanvasAnsziduidvinsaadadasuuisgrnu
AWA atenaiiuazsoiilosnasnauanuonlaldguaannussan
5 87 ldsunisszauntdenazsivey Tusadovuite Wdesiunns

1"God Passes By", rev. ed. (Wilmette: Bah&'i Publishing Trust, 1987), pp. 324-28
2 http://reference.bahai.org/en/t/se/CF/cf-1.html
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Lﬁaﬂa‘isﬂ"[ﬁ’tﬁ’wmmmuamamﬁu,w'vlwmaﬁvls‘i’ﬂmﬂgsiﬁ’tﬁuasisia
wiisiomudl wasirdsnnudnibuantuosnedg wandhivlsin
\Duedosnunususasdolduauazmnusasoswasyafininist I§5ums
sosvalWanududrsnisnsvingaaninisitlgsunisansn 1y
MADANNA INSITANHNENENNYINOUYaInINIa TuyAToIr AU
waziida luairiuAdevurnmnuiissweisinaseninTunns
Usuiasudinvaswrns Iiduly Tunurvesissusunsuniing
a1au luuddusndudosduog fudszandnwvsainiosdofiisnnng
stuuu Y Dustuuuiiasldsi lasasvosanviusiifiusanuaods
dedeyaunannsin A wosy AU ARIYDNITT” 3

inueauAvia lod ewinud 1 lduonaremii esnauiueuinyanoseas
fauazdudnadiiols usildseu Liudinuaneseuazyanosvasrmanionaas
Auanad lul w.a. 3343 (a.A. 2800) siadl :

"JAUANT ANV U VIAMISTTHRLNUSTAUAVATHUSNVOIAMITTE
aovduduganaduazyanase duldugavosnszulgnaaaiiium
nsusTnsaafinsUuuusuinssfiiuidmsUs:ansuszam 1Y Hu
REHUSATRIADAsTuTiNNsNassiailas thnhnsfiariiinves
yAnesduduyagavinyvaIn1susIsvasAauImuignAiuue 1f
Taowsziuid fainszevseddniad liinseadn Hageusaann
Foulvaziongdussio lWan lidesninnilaiud... “ 4

3 Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahd’u’lléh, US Bahd’i Publishing Trust, 1991 first pocket-size edition, p 98
4 Shoghi Effendi, Citadel of Faith, US Bah&’i Publishing Trust, 1980 third printing, p 5
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2 &ANVUAIEANDSNANAUN [Epochs of the Formative Age]

TuaawAUIa oA lriud wlsgafaseAautsanduaiosineg ann
fisssnursanna e xFaAamudAiais Tunatsonn lildrvusadisTu
ﬂfi‘ssciummmnmLLGiTﬂz?ms]ﬂﬁﬂfﬁwﬁmﬁLﬁmsﬁuiuﬁaqﬁutﬂuLﬂmem“ﬁmum
dldfimsusnuazFmuaais HTuumuauanssd doil :

=

2.2 .2

2.1 asipusn : 5219 w.el. 2464-2487/89 (n.6i. 1921-1944/46)
[First Epoch: 1921 - 1944/46]

vinuenaudvna wa ewiud vssens Tifueau Tuadofindanuidonlog
AunsAasiesadoun1suSNSANaUT Yinu IR Do dunnAgn AU S NHaLsL NI
adudatusnndmnuddeayotneis

satsng luntihadninniisde God Passes By il

" AsAeAnilnvesasiuididulusoraninsvoirnsTLsNYY
eauun loiAadulusimzdionduduganisnediveun ladnsa
dansaiunsEiinsnosesdouuimseaunvssnszuianaaanyl
vihTssuuihmaiilulanaauassuuuusadsulanvesnszasdiAndu
Tuviudi 1WugefinseumanszuznanfdvaudTuganosemaun
mansalvinfiiuduudiosadusafifomnulstasdsusdoun la
UsndusndnTusvuvuiishe luannidin wadidadulushunileddo o
vinTnsunsoosaau Tuosit TukinivTulanadewnaunn
A an vinTaraunludaszuaznsdonduiud ld5suni1suousu
anumwynernau Tuvaseuou Tusuuause “ 6

vinuenasAuia A ewmng. lddensiaeTull w.a. 2494 (a.a. 1951) uiq
TaasiousnvasAnssEfiaosvasmanIul ba 7 aanunsaduilidou Tuuidwog
vinueanAvialull w.a. 2496 (A.a. 1953) dTamnuin jlH R bEeNc kil

aousndafiginandduvid Avuetitadot w.q. 2489 (a.@. 1946) 8 9

5 Shoghi Effendi, Citadel of Faith, US Bah&’i Publishing Trust, 1980 third printing, p 5

6 [http://reference.bahai.org/en/t/se/GPB/gpb-1.html.utf8?query=formative&action=highlight#pgxv Shoghi Effendi,
God Passes By, US Bahd’i Publishing Trust, 1979 second printing, p xv

7 Shoghi Effendi, Messages to the Bahd’i World: 1950-1957, US Bahd’i Publishing Trust, 1971 edition, p 13

8 Shoghi Effendi, Directives from the Guardian, India/Hawaii, 1973 edition, pp 203

% Lights of Guidance, No. 1626
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ununduAvaanyfisssuuisanassnsmNNagsusn YR aUNAUAR
52738 w.@. 2487 (A.a. 1944) uaz w.q@. 2489 (a.a. 1946) 10

finsdnAanssuvosyNouul e Tuasivusn feil szozmdoun1sa:ning w.a.
2464 (A.@. 1921) A4 w.@. 2480 (A.A. 1937) unuawiatasausn oaTul
W.A. 2480 (am.@. 1937) a4t w.f. 2487 (A.6. 1944) LazuNUITUAIANN
FuAIARANWT bsu Tusenined w.a. 2487 (a.a. 1944) A¢t) w.a. 2489 (.4,
1946) 1

2.2 Asiuviaay : 5erinatl w.a. 2489-2506 (A.6. 1946-1963) [Second
Epoch: 1946 — 1963]

vinueauAuia 1od wsd TdoduncAuAutNaIwaIssaanvin anau
iuuWsaan Wuanwadn lanssrinoannanazdn lanasiunn Tuaaadionfu
AunTduNnvasrudnateAauu lanuaznsfiaugnatedauiuialan
vaws WAL ALK LA AU 12

inuaauAuia 1of ewnud eseiimsidayaneswaiviias luasavud
w.d. 2490 (p.a. 1947)Avivszanusnfivsavaansgomsn 3 Alapnusiail

" gadisgnadiun s natil ldgndnua Twdausesnszduasnaiu
Uszidinnsalsioaasvuiunis AaziAaldiinlud 1 uinileAdo
Naﬁuﬂméfsuaqmsﬁaé?ﬁnﬁU‘UTaﬂTmJ YUIUANSTTIADIADATANTINEY
00NNVAIWENUNANTVBIUNUN UV DINGS URAUN S UDAVDULDA Lan
Fnaiunnuamivy lsuanudunoudisiorles” 14

rnauAvosnouL lo Tugaiviiassgndnmuunudiinue 13 unuwnundn
usnAounuinwIatdausuTull w.a. 2489 (A.A. 1946) dufiuns lnasssuan
UN laureUssmAansgotusnIkaztA AN sNNFIULN LA MSUUsTImADUY
Twzmﬂmﬂs] 24l W.A. 2483 (A.¢. 1940) siasioAuunaudesiull w.q. 2493
(A.A. 1950) A uuNwausINAs 1A nsuiwIenfdaduisinau luuiu

v

10 https://bahai.works/MUHJ63-86/451/Epochs_of_the Formative_Age#par6

1 https://bahai.works/MUHJ63-86/Epochs_of the Formative Age

12 Sshoghi Effendi, Messages to the Bahd’i World: 1950-1957, US Bahd’i Publishing Trust, 1971 edition, p 3
13 Shoghi Effendi, Citadel of Faith, US Bahd’i Publishing Trust, 1980 third printing, p 2

14 Shoghi Effendi, Citadel of Faith, US Bahd’i Publishing Trust, 1980 third printing, p 6
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WS AIa N DU Tud w.a. 2496 (A.@. 1953) LLazﬁuammTuﬂ W.d&. 2506
(m.@. 1963) 1>

2.3 asiaiiany : szt w.e. 2506-2529 (.. 1963-1986) [Third
Epoch: 1963 — 1986]

anufisssuuvisanna eiden lavyeadofianusunisusinguasdaulang ki
weduisinaufinnssisuunumuyesudinuuaziasegia duluaiousn
Asuasnivduusiinsannvuraniufisssuuisainalull w.a. 2506 (a.4.
1963) TuthfsAuiliosanufisssuuiianna ldidouasduioumainausail

“ouiisnde Aauvaanwssllduid ldsunisuntlouaznaaidss
nanu1 lawszANAUY MBI 6i1e) DoawsHiITuld laowsziu
audnatsuianszufayauuar laodayaraisineg voanszasduulan
Uailidoads Tniflauvesyauisnisaos e maurSedosfinng
Lﬁuimsamﬁaamwmﬂﬁﬂ&i AANSRNANNADAARDILATANSVENY
ANFTTOULN NATUAITUEINNIFINATT HAFTWRIUIAOTUUENY NADAIL
nsdswanan i Tunnszdudean winis Tugrunduaundnazdos
Anuwsnausii Fannufidindieswatians suldoisaiia
At Taegedndamednisuanas uand Iwlanifiuinnsinsiane
LazANMNSURAIUADSINGMATUUTAUANNNANLATADTI vin TW
Finldsunislanaonainiiaa aUmunazdsas lafifogotng
innine Tudspugadaqiu 16

Tughsassiian IdinsdamiauAavosuusuul lo Tuauunuu teun
W ANTBNT WA, 2507 (A.@. 1964) wauwaunUisut w.a. 2517 (A.4.
1974) uaznuuaw3Iathsut w.a. 2522 (A.A. 1979) Uiwsounsnaunufol
W.@. 2506 (A.@. 1963) wa:il w.a. 2516 (A.a. 1973) 7

15 https://bahai.works/MUHJ63-86/Epochs_of the Formative Age
16 https://bahai.works/MUHJ63-86/451/Epochs_of the_ Formative_Age#parl2
17 https://bahai.works/MUHJ63-86/Epochs_of the Formative_Age
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2.4 @3iuiiad ; 52149191 .. 2529-2544 (a.a. 1986-2001) [Fourth Epoch:
1986 — 2001]

anyfisssuusanna lsinadeiduiden losduunoussduonfivnasiuanu
suRavousawaUINTANNA N Dosmau Tulsamavanwos oo T
s3ananUN e Tusssudsavasineg Usnuvnsofunanvinuiiusnunanaunsseiy
AeaRunIUTunmsnaunuau Tesdaudin lsuisland ldimuaitiwane T 18

msmnamqﬁﬁ‘mLtmmﬂa‘[ufﬂ W.A. 2529 (A.@. 1986) [ 9uulAulAu

asio Tnslfloosanaun sl ;
" QUINAIT IANTL Avua Wsssuan uiafisingg AuAaizvinui
UEnweausudusasnnandin e Tussduend iuludauanos
wisnsiladunoulndvoinisinoaonuivassadsunisusnig
vnusauiuia lWanansaiidsnsuaiviisndesnesioilos Tugeya
Aoseraun araniud vinuied ldduasonssuaaaiiisio
WU mamesulsiasAantuun leazdoilulnszuranns
BuduvasgALiNIsAaTAIaUY" 19

mauAavastnsuu le TuaivilSadudusununuanddusud w.e. 2536
(A.f. 1993) fimenuey unuwaUdUFadud w.d. 2536 (A.@. 1996) uac
W wAUADNGow Ul w.A. 2543 (A.A. 2000)

AL 918 w1 sﬁ'aLmjL“ﬂuﬂisuﬂﬁiﬂwuﬂﬁwaqamqﬁssiuLtma']ﬂa"ls‘i’
AaMLAnAUNSITashvasatuid Iiseil

“Avrdunisidadivesamau Tuaioidsunisdndulavesant
) fisssuusanna lunsileaduvesaudoun i uintee Tna
manananafsssnuisanasndulaguifingzindasudalan
v leldussadedunauil lukenaiisssuiluny Ua Tnd Idizuuasd
agudnsonrufuItanivneashudiin Tnduieimsiduidvesuaznns
ianfidusin dndrilnfifisomaudaud Tuanouszdua i
anfustuuuiduniofiinunmanaassunuddousos ldsunisunseeu
Jadunansumunzaniiazfinnsdaseanivuousuidumenisosng

18 https://bahai.works/MUHJ63-86/451/Epochs_of the Formative Age#parl4

% https://bahai.works/MUHJ63-
86/447/Report_from_Conference_in_the_Holy_Land;_the_Inception_of_the_Fourth_Epoch_of the_Formative_Aget
447.7
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an9vin laniiauvassssnaniun e lunndsuva amtususugn
Fnua TN An s s NazAINLAzEausN szt Avauuas
AasuAanssuvasnandnEn Avue [nsdnguuuian1so5ugu
warduisouidinnatuilusduusudivsannuuouul levia lan
Aanssundnmaridaduludnwasdaiido IWuarawvnnaoaaui
9 lsiiDuun levias Tnajuandinighansu e * 20

2.5 asiiiin : se1inet) W, 2544-Jdu (a.6. 2001-1Jawu) [Fifth
Epoch: 2001 — Present]

angfisssuuivanna ldidon losaaun Tuasiodvuazasiodaatudunnsg
Usuifiesdinfiofia lwunouu leshonisasdnnisaniussdulsava uazns
Wenunminfigesantiusinge a4 gugiun laurslan 2’

aaisonull w.a. 2544 (a.d. 2001) anangfissauuvisanaldouAsfu

nMsussadais Indooseau sl

“wassuawkieum laiidaduannanuasminilfidusnuous
WLﬂ‘lef‘iladﬂ']‘a'ﬂ‘iw‘tm‘ﬂBQU‘E‘SG]']‘I/I‘IJ‘iﬂ‘Ie}'I‘IJ‘SvQ'I‘VI'J‘IJLLavauﬂ‘S‘I/N‘Via']U il
msm‘quuuﬂusiumumuﬁﬂmﬁmsmaLmauuﬂsﬁﬂu‘mmum
mensalil Idne TWiAaUszaunsalfl ItAnunszaeannn Tuns
Duesouansfenisidngsoy ndvssaaun deideadioivivosyn
Aos1e  ANNASERUATHRdDaeidTsTdeTinansoanun Tuns
auunasail Wuiith ladunsuaasnnguosnaimniigeduvos
Aanssuiifogvin luTugnou  AsdufuanuTudfuuuAsady
Tasvdrdayvianatsvasnisvin Tinszuiums lunsidndenaunvos
wazuAniludedi knstudusndedunnid  fouszasasil
wuna lsgau e Huddmnsuunuanuid suandunisasinss
usnfiazisunssvin Tuszosfivwasnail” 22

20 Nakhjavani, Ali, Shoghi Effendi: Author of Teaching Plans, p 61
21 https://bahai.works/Ri%E1%B8%8Dv%C3%A1n_messages/2001#par9
22 https://bahai.works/Ri%E1%B8%8Dv%C3%A1n_messages/2001#par2
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The Formative Age of the Baha' Faith

From: Bahaipedia https://bahaipedia.org/Formative Age

The Formative Age of the Baha'i Faith

[English version]

The Formative Age of the Bahd’i Faith, also known as the Transitional or
Iron Age, refers to the present time period that began with the passing of
‘Abdu’l-Baha in 1921 and will last until the establishment of the Golden Age
at some point in the future.

1 Background

Shoghi Effendi described the Formative Age of the Faith as being a period
of transition, where the spiritual inspiration of the Heroic Age will be
translated into personal and societal change that will lay the foundations
for a Golden Age.

"The last twenty-three years of the first Baha'i century may thus
be regarded as the initial stage of the Formative Period of the
Faith, an Age of Transition to be identified with the rise and
establishment of the Administrative Order, upon which the
institutions of the future Baha'i World Commonwealth must
needs be ultimately erected in the Golden Age that must witness
the consummation of the Baha'i Dispensation."1!

Shoghi Effendi stated that during the Formative Age the Administrative
Order would be completed with the establishment of the Universal House
of Justice, the Kitab-i-Aqgdas would be codified and its laws promulgated,
the Lesser Peace would be established, and that mankind would unite,
reaching maturity.[?

Shoghi Effendi identified the close of the Formative Age as being associated

with the establishment of a Bahd’i Commonwealth and the Most Great
Peace:

10
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The Formative Age of the Baha' Faith

"The onrushing forces so miraculously released through the
agency of two independent and swiftly successive Manifestations
are now under our very eyes and through the care of the chosen
stewards of a far-flung Faith being gradually mustered and
disciplined. They are slowly crystallizing into institutions that will
come to be regarded as the hall-mark and glory of the age we are
called upon to establish and by our deeds immortalize. For upon
our present-day efforts, and above all upon the extent to which
we strive to remodel our lives after the pattern of sublime heroism
associated with those gone before us, must depend the efficacy
of the instruments we now fashion—instruments that must erect
the structure of that blissful Commonwealth which must signalize
the Golden Age of our Faith."[3]

Shoghi Effendi did not give an exact prediction for when the Formative Age
would end but did state that both the Formative and Golden Ages may
have ended by the 2800's:

"The last twenty-three years of that same century coincided with
the first epoch of the second, the Iron and Formative, Age of the
Dispensation of Baha'u’llah—the first of a series of epochs which
must precede the inception of the last and Golden Age of that
Dispensation—a Dispensation which, as the Author of the Faith
has Himself categorically asserted, must extend over a period of
no less than one thousand years ..." 14

2 Epochs of the Formative Age

Shoghi Effendi divided the Formative Age into multiple epochs, and the
Universal House of Justice has continued to define epochs. As with the
Heroic Age, the epochs are not determined by a time interval, but by
milestone events. They are separate and distinct to the epochs of the
Divine Plan.

11
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The Formative Age of the Baha' Faith

2.1 First Epoch: 1921 - 1944/46

Shoghi Effendi characterized this epoch as being associated with the
erection of the Administrative Order of the Faith. He noted the First Seven
Year Plan as being an important aspect of the period.!

He described this period in the foreword of God Passes By:

"The inception of this fourth, this last period of the first Bahad’i
century synchronizes with the birth of the Formative Age of the
Baha’i Era, with the founding of the Administrative Order of the
Faith of Baha’u’llah—a system which is at once the harbinger, the
nucleus and pattern of His World Order. This period, covering the
first twenty-three years of this Formative Age, has already been
distinguished by an outburst of further hostility, of a different
character, accelerating on the one hand the diffusion of the Faith
over a still wider area in each of the five continents of the globe,
and resulting on the other in the emancipation and the
recognition of the independent status of several communities
within its pale."®

In a 1951 cable Shoghi Effendi places the close of the first epoch at the
inauguration of the second Bahd’i century.l”l A letter written on the behalf
of the Guardian in 1953 states that the first epoch of the formative age
spanned twenty-five years, placing its close as 1946.81°1 The Research
Department of the Universal House of Justice has clarified that the first
epoch ended with the period between 1944 and 1946.11°]

The activities of the Bahad’i community during the first epoch were
organized as follows; preparation from 1921 to 1937, the first Seven Year
Plan from 1937 to 1944, and consolidation of the results of the plan from
1944 to 1946.11

12
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The Formative Age of the Baha' Faith

2.2 Second Epoch: 1946 - 1963

Shoghi Effendi characterized this period as being associated with the
spread of the Faith beyond the confines of the Middle East and the
Western Hemisphere through the Divine Plan, and with the rise and
consolidation of the World Center of the Faith.[12l

Shoghi Effendi referred to the opening of the second epoch of the
Formative Age in his message to the 1947 American National
Convention.[31 He described it in that message as follows:

"The epoch we have now entered is destined to impart a great
impetus to this historic, this twofold process. It must witness, on
the one hand, the consummation of a laboriously constructed
Administrative Order, and, on the other, the unfoldment of
successive stages in the development of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Plan
beyond the confines of the Western Hemisphere and of the
continent of Europe."4

The activities of the Baha’i community during the second epoch were
organized according to plans. The first major plan was the Second Seven
Year Plan for the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States and
Canada which began in 1946. Various other plans for other countries were
followed during the late 40's and early 50's. A unified international plan
known as the Ten Year Crusade began in 1953 and ended in 1963.[13

2.3 Third Epoch: 1963 - 1986

The Universal House of Justice associated the third epoch with the
emergence of the Faith from obscurity and initiation of social and
economic development plans. It was the first epoch to be inaugurated by
the Universal House of Justice which was established in 1963. In a 1963
message from the House the following was written:

"Beloved friends, the Cause of God, guarded and nurtured since
its inception by God's Messengers, by the Centre of His Covenant
and by His Sign on earth, now enters a new epoch, the third of the
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Formative Age. It must now grow rapidly in size, increase its
spiritual cohesion and executive ability, develop its institutions
and extend its influence into all strata of society. We, its members,
must, by constant study of the life-giving Word, and by dedicated
service, deepen in spiritual understanding and show to the world
a mature, responsible, fundamentally assured and happy way of
life, far removed from the passions, prejudices and distractions of
present day society."[1¢l

The activities of the Baha’i community were organized into three Plans
during the third epoch. The Nine Year Plan beginning in 1964, the Five Year
Plan beginning in 1974, and the Seven Year Plan beginning in 1979. 1963
and 1973 were years for preparation.[’!

2.4 Fourth Epoch: 1986 - 2001

The Universal House of Justice associated the fourth epoch with the
national communities taking on the responsibility for their own
development, with National Assemblies formulating goals in consultation
with their Continental Counselors, rather than goals being determined at
the World Centre.[8l

In a 1986 message from the House the following was written regarding the
new epoch:

"This new process, whereby the national goals of the next Plan are
to be largely formulated by National Spiritual Assemblies and
Boards of Counselors, signalizes the inauguration of a new stage
in the unfoldment of the Administrative Order. Our beloved
Guardian anticipated a succession of epochs during the Formative
Age of the Faith; have no hesitation in recognizing that this new
development in the maturation of Baha’i institutions marks the
inception of the fourth epoch of that Age."[1°]

The activities of the Baha’i community during this epoch were organized
according to a Three Year Plan beginning in 1993, a Four Year Plan
beginning in 1996, and a Twelve Month Plan beginning in 2000.
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Ali Nakhjavani, who was a member of the House, has described the
inauguration of the Fourth Epoch:

“As to the fourth epoch and the decision of the Universal House
of Justice to open a new epoch with a new Five Year Plan, the
reason for such a step was the fact that a stage had generally been
reached in the Bahd’i world when a new culture had begun to
prevail and a new sense of ownership and participation to evolve.
If this sense existed in some old and experienced national
communities, it had to be enhanced. The time had come for
Training Institutes to become formally and universally established
as a permanent feature of the work of every National Spiritual
Assembly. This Institute was designed to produce facilitators and
tutors who would develop and promote the activities of study
circles. Devotional meetings and children’s classes also had to
become fixed patterns in every Baha’i community throughout the
world. These core activities would be conducted in such a manner
as to open the doors of the community to sympathetic seekers
and non-Bahd’is, both adults and children.”[20]

2.5 Fifth Epoch: 2001 - Present

The Universal House of Justice associated the fifth, and current, epoch with
the enriching of devotional life in Baha’i communities through the erection
of national Houses of Worship, and the development of the functions of
institutions at the World Centre.[?!

The following was written regarding the inauguration of the new epoch in
the Houses 2001 Ridvan message:

"The power of will generated by this consciousness characterized
the conference of the Continental Counsellors and the members
of their Auxiliary Boards who gathered here last January in the
Holy Land. The event produced so illuminating an experience as to
signalize the Faith's entry into a new epoch, the fifth of it's
Formative Age. Such a freshness of vitality as was displayed at this
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historic gathering came to be understood as a manifestation of
the rising quality of activity throughout the community. Pursuit
during the past year of the essentials for advancing the process of
entry by troops confirmed this observation. The path was thus
paved for the Five Year Plan, the first venture being entered upon
in the Fifth Epoch."[22]
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