
































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE TIME 195 

pertaining to the word of the Buddha in the three 
Pitakas, for so long there will be no disappearance of 
learning. As time goes on and on there will be base
born kings, not Dhamma-men; their ministers and so 
on will not be Dhamma-men, and consequently the 
inhabitants of the kingdom and so on will not be 
Dhamma-men. Because they are not Dhamma-men it 
will not rain properly. Therefore the crops will not 
flourish, and in consequence the donors of requisites to 
the community of monks will not be able to give them 
the requisites. Not receiving the requisites the monks 
will not receive pupils. As time goes on and on learning 
will decay. In this decay the Great Patthana itself will 
decay first. In this decay also ( there will be) Yamaka, 
Kathavutthu, Puggalapannatti, Dhatukatha, Vibhanga 
and Dhammasangani. When the Abhidhamma-pitaka 
decays the Suttanta-pitaka will decay. When the 
Suttantas decay the Anguttara will decay first. When it 
decays the Samyutta-nikaya, the Majjhima-nikaya, the 
Digha-nikaya and the Khuddaka-nikaya will decay. 
They will simply remember the Jataka together with the 
Vinaya-pitaka. But only the conscientious (monks) will 
remember the Vinaya-pitaka. As time goes on and on, 
being unable to remember even the Jataka, the 
Vessantara-Jataka will decay first. When that decays 
the Apannaka-Jataka will decay. When the Jatakas 
decay they will remember only the Vinaya-pitaka. As 
time goes on and on the Vinaya-pitaka will decay. 
While a four-line stanza still continues to exist among 
men, there will not be a disappearance of learning. 
When a king who has faith has had a purse containing 
a thousand (coins) placed in a golden casket on an 
elephant's back, and has had the drum ( of proclamation) 
sounded in the city up to the second or third time to the 
effect that: 'Whoever knows a stanza uttered by the 
Buddhas, let him take these thousand coins together 
with the royal elephant, but yet finding no one knowing 
a four-line stanza, the purse containing the thousand 
(coins) must be taken back into the palace again - then 



























































































































































































































304 BUDDHA MAITRYA-AMITABHA HAS APPEARED 

While the benefits of His Presence showered every blessing on 
Akka, yet He, the Cause of all good, remained confined within walls of 
stone. While His power had made Akka- until recently a scrub-infested 
desert town - into a garden, for nine long years His own eyes never 
gazed on any verdure. Finally, the Government of Akka could no longer 
ignore the reproach in the eyes of its own populace for the continued 
confinement of One Who had become to them a true Godman, and the 
town's Governor intimated to Baha'u'llah that He was free to leave the 
city and reside in the country. For 'Abdu'l-Baha, to Whom Baha'u'llah 
had prophesied during His incarceration that the prison ''doors shall be 
opened, My tent shall be pitched on Mount Carmel, 1 and the utmost joy 
shall be realized'', the sign was clear: the countryside around Akka and 
across the bay from Akka, Carmel, the holy mountain to the four great 

Figure 8 
The Mansion at Bahji, near Akka 

'Mount Carmel situated on the curve of the Bay of Akka at a distance of twenty five 
kilometers from Akka in a southwesterly direction. 





































































































































































386 BUDDHA MAITRYA-AMITABHA HAS APPEARED 

The approach to the Shrine of Baha'u 'l/ah ( Holiest of the holies). It adjoins His 

mansion of Bahji. 

Fig.11 

''The wondrous Wheel ... remained 

fixed on the open terrace in front of 

the entrance to the inner apartments 

of the Great King of Glory, as a 

glorious adomment ... " 



THE MESSAGE OF BAHA'U'LLAH - THE TRUE DHARMA 387 

Fig. 12 

Ya Baha 'u '/ Ablza 

(0 Glory of the All-glorious) 

syllables of it, yet nowhere among the many hundreds of prophecies, in 
the Scriptures of those Faiths, relating to the signs and descriptions of the 
Advent of Their Promised One - the Aeon-Ender - is there anything 
to rival the wealth of signs and conditions contained in Siddharta's 
sayings about Maitrya-Amitabha and His Sukhavati. Certainly no other 
Scripture describes or even hints of the very shape (round like the 
"wheel") of the golden plaque "fixed as a glorious adornment," or, to 
the meaning of the words '·'O Glory of the All-Glorious'' - the Greatest 
Name - carved on "the wondrous Wheel" to adorn it, and its precise 
location atop the portals to Baha'u'llah's Shrine exactly as described by 
Siddharta's prophecy. 

By virtue of its great sacred significance the Baha' is look upon it 
with reverence. Because of the veneration due the Greatest Name, 
'Abdu'l-Baha discouraged its use as a decoration or ornament except in 
























































































































































































































